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POLYMER ELECTROLYTE MEMBRANE AND METHOD OF PRODUCTION 

THEREOF 

Field of the Invention 

5 

The present invention relates to a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane and a method of 
production thereof, and more particularly, it relates to a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 
used as an electrolyte for a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell and its production 
method. 

10 

Background of the Invention 

As the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of this sort, a mixture of acidic perfluoro 
polymer that have acidic groups with basic polyethylene oxide polymer is proposed (for 
15 instance, Japanese Patent Application No. 10-249463 etc.). This electrolyte membrane is 
formed using a mixed solution made by mixing a solution of acidic perfluoro polymer that 
have acidic groups with a solution of basic polyethylene oxide polymer, and is reported to 
show favorable proton conductivity in a high-temperature low-humidity state. 

As another Polymer Electrolyte Membrane, a substance made by immersing a 
20 basic polymer into phosphoric acid is proposed(for instance, Published Japanese 

Translation of PCT Application, JP-T- 11-503262 etc.). This electrolyte membrane is also 
reported to show favorable proton conductivity in a high-temperature low humidity state. 

The existence of water is inevitable when the proton conduction is performed by 
the migration of ionized proton hydrate, and at the same time, the favorable proton 
25 conductivity can not be obtained at a temperature exceeding the bofling point of water. In 
consideration of these disadvantages, the conduction with the ionized proton is performed 

CONFIRMATION COPY 
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in a manner excepting the hydration process. The term "a high-temperature low-humidity 
state M is used to describe a state in which the temperature exceeds the boiling point of 
water with the relative humidity is less than 100%. 

However, in order to achieve high performance of a fuel cell, further improvement 
5 in proton conductivity has been required for the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane which is 
used as an electrolyte membrane. In addition, the latter Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 
has a disadvantage that the proton conductivity is lowered with the use of the electrolyte 
membrane. 

10 Disclosure of the Invention 

An object of the present invention is to improve the proton conductivity of a 
Polymer Electrolyte Membrane. Another object of the present invention is to obtain a 
Polymer Electrolyte Membrane having favorable proton conductivity in a high-temperature 

15 low humidity state. An object of the method of producing the Polymer Electrolyte 
Membrane of the present invention is to produce a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 
showing favorable proton conductivity in a high-temperature low humidity state. 

In order to achieve at least a part of the above-described objects, the Polymer 
Electrolyte Membrane of the present invention and the method of production thereof adopt 

20 the following steps. 

A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in a first aspect of the present invention is a 
Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte membrane for a Polymer Electrolyte 
Membrane fuel cell. This membrane comprises a main-polymer having an acidic or basic 
site, and sub-polymers capable of forming an acid/base composite structure with a main- 

25 polymer, wherein the sub-polymers are introduced more into the main-polymer at the 
acidic or basic sites of the main-polymer. 
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In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the first aspect of the present invention, 
the main-polymer and the sub-polymer form an acid/base composite structure and the sub- 
polymer takes charge of proton conduction. At this time, since the sub-polymers are 
introduced more at acidic or basic sites of the main-polymer, the membrane shows more 
5 favorable proton conductivity as compared with the one in which sub-polymers are equally 
introduced. Furthermore, since the sub-polymer takes charge of the proton conduction, 
more favorable proton conductivity can be obtained even in a high-temperature low 
humidity state as compared with the case where water is in charge of the proton conduction. 
A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in a second aspect of the present invention is a 
10 Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte membrane for a Polymer Electrolyte 
Membrane fuel cell, made by impregnating a sub-polymer capable of forming an acid/base 
composite structure with a main-polymer into the membrane body formed with a main- 
polymer having acidic or basic sites. 

In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the second aspect of the present 
15 invention, the main-polymer and the sub-polymer form an acid/base composite structure 
and the sub-polymer takes charge of proton conduction. Since the sub-polymer is 
introduced into the main-polymer by impregnation, the sub-polymer exists in the clearance 
of the main-polymer. Since this clearance of the main-polymer is used for the proton 
conduction, the conduction of proton by the sub-polymer is performed efficiently. In 
20 addition, since the sub-polymer takes charge of the proton conduction, more favorable 
proton conductivity can be obtained even in a high-temperature low humidity state as 
compared with the case where water is in charge of the proton conduction. 

In such a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the first or second aspect according to 
the present invention, the above-described main-polymer may be a polymer having a 
25 structure separately comprising a backbone portion for maintaining a membrane 

configuration, which does not contain an acidic or basic site, and a functional portion 
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having an acidic or basic site. In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the first or second 
aspect according to the present invention, the main-polymer can be made of a polymer 
having a sulfonic acid group, a phosphonic acid group, a carboxyl acid group or a boronic 
acid group. 

5 In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the first or second aspect according to 

the present invention in which the main-polymer is made of a polymer having a sulfonic 
acid group, a phosphonic acid group, a carboxyl acid group or a boronic acid group, the 
main-polymer can be a perfluoro sulfonic acid type polymer or can be an ethylene- 
tetrafluoroethylene-graft-polystyrene sulfonic acid type polymer. 

10 In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the first or second aspect according to 

the present invention in which the main-polymer is made of a polymer having a sulfonic 
acid group, a phosphonic acid group, a carboxyl acid group or a boronic acid group, the 
sub-polymer is preferably a polymer having a glass-transition temperature of 150°C or less, 
or having the molecular weight of 100 or more. Since the sub-polymer becomes difficult 

15 to isolate from the main-polymer in accordance with the increase in the molecular weight, 
the proton conductivity in a high-temperature low-humidity state can be maintained for a 
long time. Furthermore, it is preferable for the sub-polymer to contain any one of the 
functional groups having structure expressed by the following equations (ll)to(15)asa 
general formula, and it is particularly preferable to contain any one from polyethylene 

20 glycol, polypropylene glycol, polyethylene imine and polyphosphoric acid. 



[Chem. 3l 
-O- ...(11) 
-S- ...(12) 
25 -N- ...(13) 

I 
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-P- .-.(14) 
-CO- ...(15) 

In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the first or second aspect of the present 
5 invention, the sub-polymer may be the one introduced to the main-polymer by being 
impregnated into the main-polymer in a state of liquid or solution. In the Polymer 
Electrolyte Membrane in the first or second of the present invention, the main-polymer and 
the sub-polymer may be made by closslink formation or by increasing the molecular 
weight in conjunction with each other or singly. In this way, isolation of the introduced 
10 sub-polymer from the main-polymer can be prevented. 

Furthermore, in the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the first or second aspect 
according to the present invention, the sub-polymer preferably contains any one of 
functional groups having a structure expressed by the following equations (16) to (20) as a 
general formula, 

15 

[Chem. 4l 
-O- ...(16) 
-S- ...(17) 
-N- ...(18) 
20 I 

-P- ...(19) 
-CO- ...(20) 

In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the first or second aspect according to 
25 the present invention, any one of polybenzimidazole, polyvinyl imidazole, polyvinyl 
pyridine, ethylene-tetrafluoroethylene-graft-polyvinyl imidazole, ethylene- 
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tcti^uoroethylene-graft-polyvinylpyridiiie, polyphosphonate, poiyalkylcne glycol, and 
polyalkylenimine can be used as the main-polymer. In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 
in the first or second aspect of the present invention, the sub-polymer may comprise a 
polymer having a sulfonic acid group, a phosphonic acid group, a carboxyl acid group, or 

5 a boronic acid group (-B (OH)^. In particular, a perfluorosiilfonic acid type polymer is 
preferably used as the sub-polymer. It should be noted that the amount of the sub-polymer 
is from lwt% to 90wt% of the main-polymer and preferably 30wt% to 60wt%. 

A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of a third aspect of the present invention is a 
Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte membrane for a Polymer Electrolyte 

10 Membrane fuel cell, which is comprised of a main-polymer having an acidic site, and a 
sub-polymer having a relatively basic site with respect to the acidic site of the main- 
polymer and being capable of forming an acid/base composite structure with the main- 
polymer, wherein the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane is formed by introducing the sub- 
polymer into the main-polymer. 

15 In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the third aspect according to the present 

invention, the main-polymer having an acidic site and the sub-polymer having a relatively 
basic site with respect to the acidic site of the main-polymer form an acid/base composite 
structure and the sub-polymer takes charge of the proton conduction. Since the sub- 
polymer is introduced into the main-polymer, the sub-polymer exists in the clearance of the 

20 main-polymer. Since this clearance of the main-polymer is used for the proton conduction, 
the conduction of proton by the sub-polymer is performed efficiently. In addition, since 
the sub-polymer takes charge of the proton conduction more favorable proton conductivity 
can be obtained in a high-temperature low humidity state as compared with the case where 
water is in charge of the proton conduction. 

25 A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of a fourth aspect of the present invention is a 

Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte membrane for a Polymer Electrolyte 
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Membrane fuel cell, which is comprised of a main-polymer having a basic site, and a sub- 
polymer having a relatively acidic site in respect to the basic site of the main-polymer and 
being capable to form an acid/base composite structure with the main-polymer, wherein 
the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane is formed by introducing the sub-polymer into the 
5 main-polymer. 

In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the fourth according to the present 
invention, the main-polymer having a basic site and the sub-polymer having a relatively 
acidic site with respect to the basic site of the main-polymer form an acid/base composite 
structure and the main-polymer takes charge of the proton conduction. Since the sub- 
10 polymer is introduced into the main-polymer, the sub-polymer exists in the clearance of the 
main-polymer. Since this clearance of the main-polymer is used for the proton conduction, 
the conduction of proton by the main-polymer is performed efficiently. In addition, since 
the main-polymer takes charge of the proton conduction, more favorable proton 
conductivity can be obtained in a high-temperature low humidity state as compared with 
15 the case where water is in charge of the proton conduction. 

A method of production of a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the present 
invention is a production method of a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as the 
electrolyte membrane for a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell. The method 
comprises the steps of membrane forming to form a membrane body with a main-polymer 
20 having an acidic or a basic site, and introducing a sub-polymer capable of forming an 
acid/base composite structure with the main-polymer into the membrane body of main- 
polymer thus formed. 

According to the production method of the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the 
present invention, a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane showing favorable proton conductivity 
25 even in a high-temperature and low humidity state can be produced. It should be noted 
that the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane produced according to this production method 
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forms an acid/base composite structure with the main-polymer and the sub-polymer, and 
the basic site of main or sub polymer takes charge of the proton conduction. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

5 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view schematically illustrating a manner of proton 
conduction performed by a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiment according 
to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a production flow chart showing an example of the production process 
10 of the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating the relationship between temperature and proton 
conductivity in the anhydrous state when polypropylene glycol is used as the sub-polymer 
and an already-existing acid type polymer as the main-polymer in the Polymer Electrolyte 
Membrane in the embodiment; and 
15 FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating the relationship between temperature and proton 

conductivity in the anhydrous states when polypropylene glycol is used as the sub-polymer 
and polyethylene imine as the sub-polymer in the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane in the 
embodiment. 

20 Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

Embodiments of the present invention will be explained next FIG. 1 is a 
schematic view schematically illustrating a manner of the proton conduction performed by 
a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of an embodiment of the present invention. The 
25 Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the embodiment is used as an electrolyte membrane 
for a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell, and as shown in the figure, it is comprised 
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of a basic sub-polymer 24 (for instance, polypropylene glycol etc.) having a molecular 
weight of 100 or more and a glass transition temperature of 150°C or less, preferably 100°C 
or less and a membrane formed with an acidic main-polymer 22 (for instance, a sulfonic 
acid type polymer etc.) having proton conductivity, wherein the basic sub-polymer 24 is 
5 introduced into the acidic main-polymer 22 by impregnation. 

In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the embodiment, proton ionized from 
the main-polymer 22 transfers using the sub-polymer 24 as a conduction pass. Therefore, 
favorable proton conductivity can be obtained with the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 
of the embodiment even at a temperature exceeding the boiling point of water, though the 
10 favorable proton conductivity can not be obtained unless its temperature is below the 
boiling point of water because the existence of water is absolutely necessary in the case 
when the proton migrates as a hydrate of the proton,. 

The process of production of the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the 
embodiment will be explained below. FIG. 2 is a production flow chart showing an 
15 example of the production process of the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the 

embodiment As shown in FIG. 2, production of the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of 
the embodiment starts at first from a process to form a membrane body with the main- 
polymer 22 (Step S10). To be more specific, the membrane body is formed by casting 
solution of the main-polymer 22 on a board material. After that, thus formed membrane 
20 body of the main polymer 22 is dried with hot air (Step SI 2). Next, the dried membrane 
body is immersed into the liquid sub-polymer 24 to allow the membrane body to be 
impregnated with the sub-polymer 24 (Step SI 4), and the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 
20 of the embodiment is completed. 

In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the embodiment thus completed, the 
25 sub-polymer 24 is introduced into the clearance of the main-polymer 22. The clearance of 
the main-polymer 22 is used as a conduction pass for the proton which ionized from the 
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main-polymer 22. By introducing the sub-polymer 24 which takes charge of the proton 
conduction into the clearance, more preferable proton conductivity can be obtained even in 
a high-temperature and low humidity state as compared with the case where proton 
migrates as its hydrate. 

5 With the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the above-described embodiment, 

preferable proton conductivity can be obtained at a temperature exceeding the boiling point 
of water. Furthermore, since the sub-polymer 24 takes charge of the conduction with the 
proton, favorable proton conductivity can be obtained even in a low humidity state. 
Moreover, since the sub-polymer 24 is introduced more into the conduction pass of the 

10 proton, proton conductivity in relation to the amount of introduction can be improved as 
compared with the case where the sub-polymer is introduced equally to the entire main- 
polymer 22. 

Though an acidic main-polymer having proton conductivity is used as the main- 
polymer 22 in the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the embodiment, any substance is 

15 acceptable as far as it is a usual acid type polymer material. A substance having a clear 
structure for proton conduction pass or having high acidity (for instance, perfluorosulfonic 
acid type polymer etc.) is especially preferable. A substance which is difficult to prepare 
the solution thereof and thereby difficult to make a solution blend with a basic polymer 
(for instance, a closslinked polystyrene sulfonic acid membrane, that is a closslinked PSt-S 

20 membrane, or cthylene-tetrafluoroethylene-graft-polystyrene sulfonic acid membrane, that 
is ETFT-g-PSt-S membrane etc.) can be used as the acidic main-polymer. Furthermore, 
since only the property characterizing the electrolyte is required, a basic polymer having a 
common basic functional group, for instance, a substance having an ether linkage, an 
imine linkage such as polyethylene imine, a hydroxyl group which is included in 

25 polyethylene glycol, polypropylene glycol, etc. or an amino group, and phosphonate group 
which is included in polyphosphonate etc. are acceptable as the main-polymer 22. 
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In the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the embodiment, a basic sub-polymer 
having a molecular weight of 100 or more and a glass transition temperature of 150°C or 
less, preferably 100°C or less is used as the sub-polymer 24, but any substance is 
acceptable if it is a basic polymer having high molecular movement and being less 

5 isolatable from the membrane body. The reason why the molecular weight is defined to be 
100 or more is to prevent isolation of the impregnated sub-polymer 24 from the membrane 
body. In addition, the reason why the glass transition temperature is defined to be 150°C 
or less, preferably 100°C or less, is that the sub-polymer 24 is required to be liquid when 
the sub-polymer 24 is impregnated into the membrane body. Particularly, polyethylene 

10 glycol, polypropylene glycol, and polyethylene imine, etc. are preferable because of their 
high molecular movement Polyphosphonate etc. are particularly preferable because such 
a substance has many basic sites. In addition, when a basic polymer is used for the main- 
polymer 22 as the membrane body, it is necessary to use an acid polymer, because the sub- 
polymer 24 is necessary to be different in polarity from the main-polymer 22. In these 

15 circumstances, any acid polymer having high molecular movement and being less 
isolatable from the membrane body is acceptable as an acid polymer. 

Next, the qualitative property of the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the 
present invention will be explained. FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating the relationship between 
temperature and proton conductivity in the anhydrous state when polypropylene glycol 

20 (PPG) is used as the sub-polymer (24) and an already-existing acid type polymer as the 
main-polymer 22 in the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 in the embodiment As the 
already-existing acid-type polymer, perfluorosulfonic acid type polymer (Nafion 
membrane made by DuPont) and hydrocarbon series sulfonic acid type polymer (A 
membrane and B membrane) are used. As is seen from the graph, each membrane shows 

25 proton conductivity even in an anhydrous state. The reason why the perfluorosulfonic acid 
type polymer has more preferable proton conductivity as compared with the hydrocarbon 
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series sulfonic acid type polymer is considered that the perfluorosulfonic acid type polymer 
is a strong acid 

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating the relationship between temperature and proton 
conductivity in the anhydrous states when polypropylene glycol (PPG) and polyethylene 
5 imine (PEI) are used as the sub-polymer 24 in the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the 
embodiment As is seen from the graph, when perfluorosulfonic acid type polymer 
(Nafion membrane made by DuPont) is used as the main-polymer 22, there is little 
difference in respect to the above two sub-polymers 24, but when a hydrocarbon series 
sulfonic acid type polymer (A membrane) is used as the main-polymer 22, more favorable 
10 proton conductivity is seen in the case where polyethylene imine (PEI) is used as the sub- 
polymer than in the case where polypropylene glycol (PPG) is used. It is considered that 
the reason is because polyethylene imine (PEI) is a more strong basic polymer than 
polypropylene glycol (PPG). 

Rom a result of reviewing the graphs in FIGs. 3 and 4, it is understood that, from 
15 the qualitative property of the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the embodiment, a 
strong acidic polymer is preferable to be used for the main-polymer 22, and a strong basic 
polymer is preferable to be used for the sub-polymer 24 to obtain more preferable proton 
conductivity in the anhydrous state. 

Next, a concrete example of the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the 
20 embodiment will be explained. 

A. Preparation for each embodiment 

(1) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane obtained by impregnating a basic polymer 
into a strongly acidic perfluorosulfonic acid type polymer (Nafion membrane) which is 
said to contain an ion cluster. 
25 (1 - 1) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of an embodiment 1 . 

The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiment 1 is obtained by 
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impregnating a Nafion membrane into polypropylene glycol, that is by immersing the 
Nafion membrane which is dried with hot air, into polypropylene glycol (PPG) having a 
molecular weight of 300 for four hours at 100°C. 

(1 - 2) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of an embodiment 2. 

5 The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiment 2 is obtained by 

impregnating a Nafion membrane into polyethylene imine f that is by immersing the Nafion 
membrane which is dried with hot air into polyethylene imine (PEI) having a molecular 
weight of 600 for four hours at 100°C. 

(1 - 3) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of an embodiment 3. 

10 The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiment 3 is obtained by 

impregnating a Nafion membrane into polyphosphoric acid, that is by immersing the 
Nafion membrane which is dried with hot air into polyphosphoric acid for four hours at 
100°C 

(2) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane obtained by impregnating a electrolyte 
15 membrane, which has an phase separation isolated-phase structure and can not be made in 
a solution state, into a liquid base polymer. 

As the electrolyte membrane which has an phase separation structure and can not 
be made in a solution state, ethylcnc-tctrafluorocthylcne-graft-polystyrcnc sulfonic acid 
membrane (ETFE-g-PSt-S membrane) is used. This membrane is obtained by immersing 
20 an ethylene-tetrafluoroethylene membrane (ETFE membrane) which is irradiated with a 
20 kGy electron beam into a styrene monomer to allow them to react at 60°C for four hours 
so that a graft membrane (ETFE-g-PSt membrane) having a graft ratio of 45% is composed, 
and after processing the composed graft membrane by immersing it into 5% chlorosulfonic 
acid/ dichloroethane solution for one hour at 80°C, the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane can 
25 be obtained introducing sulfonic acid groups into styiene portions of the membrane 
through boiling them with distilled water for one hour. 
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(2 - 1) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of an embodiment 4. 

The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiment 4 is obtained by 
impregnating an ETFE-g-PSt-S membrane into polypropylene glycol, that is by immersing 
an ETFE-g-PSt-S membrane which is dried with hot air into polypropylene glycol (PPG) 
5 having a molecular weight of 300 for four hours at 100°C. 

(2 - 2) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of an embodiment 5. 

The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiment 5 is obtained by 
impregnating an ETFE-g-PSt-S membrane into polyethylene imine, that is by immersing 
an ETFE-g-PSt-S membrane which is dried with hot air into polyethylene imine (PEI) 
10 having a molecular weight of 600 for four hours at 100°C. 

(3) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane by closslinking an impregnated basic 
polymer to make its molecular weight high. 

(3 - 1) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of an embodiment 6. 
The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiment 6 is obtained by adding 
15 glycerin triglycidyl ether to the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane (Nafion/PEI) of the 

embodiment 2, by letting them at ambient temperature for one hour to allow the glycerin 
triglycidyl ether to diffuse into the membrane, and by heat-treating it for four hours at 
100°C to anchor a polyethylene imine (PES) disperse phase into the membrane. 

(4) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane as a comparison. 

20 As the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the comparison is adopted from the one 

formed with a solution obtained by dissolving a main-polymer and a sub-polymer into a 
solvent 

(4 - 1) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of a comparison 1. 
The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the comparison 1 is obtained by dissolving 
25 a mixture of a Nafion membrane and polyethylene glycol (PEG) having a molecular 
weight of 600 at a ratio of 3 : 2 in dimethylf ormamide, by casting the solution thus 
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obtained on a glass board and by vacuum drying it for 24 hours at 70°C 
(4 - 2) A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of a comparison 2. 
The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the comparison 2 is obtained by dissolving 

a mixture of a Nafion membrane and polypropylene glycol (PPG) having a molecular 
5 weight of 300 at a ratio of 3 : 2 in dimethylformamide, by casting the solution thus 

obtained on a glass board and by vacuum drying it for 24 hours at 70°C. 
B. Method of evaluation and the result of the evaluation. 

Each Polymer Electrolyte Membrane of the embodiments 1 to 6 and comparisons 
1 and 2 is secured to a jig (the distance between electrodes is 10 mm) for measuring proton 

10 conductivity, and the electrical resistance is measured using an AC one pair terminal 
method (10 kHz) in a separable flask in a nitrogen atmosphere. The result of this 
measurement is proton conductivity of each Polymer Electrolyte Membrane. The graphs 
in FIGs 3 and 4 are obtained by measuring the electrical resistance while changing the 
temperature under the same condition. 

15 The amount of introduction of the sub-polymer is defined as the deviation of the 

weight after and before the introduction. The results are shown in the next table. 

iTablell 
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As is seen in the table, the Polymer Electrolyte Membranes of the respective 
embodiments 1 to 6 show a favorable proton conductivity about 10 to 100 times as much 
as those in the comparisons 1 and 2 at 150^ in an anhydrous state. As is seen in the 
experimental result of the Polymer Electrolyte Membranes of the embodiment 6, even 
5 when the introduced sub-polymer 24 is secured into the main-polymer 22 by a closslinking 
reaction, the same proton conductivity is shown as those in the case without closslinking. 
The introduced sub-polymer 24 is secured into the main-polymer 22 by closslinking as 
described above, and thereby the detachment of the sub-polymer 24 from the main- 
polymer 22 can be prevented, the rigidity of the membrane is increased, and the application 
10 at a more elevated temperature is enabled. 

The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 20 of the embodiment explained above in 
detail is described on the assumption that it is used as an electrolyte membrane for a 
Polymer Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell, but it is applicable to any device performing the 
proton conductivity using an electrolyte membrane. 
15 As above, the embodiments according to the present invention have been 

explained, but the present invention is not limited at all to these embodiments, and it is 
needless to say that the present invention is applicable in a variety of embodiments so far 
as it is within the gist of the invention. Incidentally, the term ,, impregnation ,, in this 
application includes doping. 



BNSDOCID: <WO. 



0163683A2_I_> 



WO 01/63683 



PCT/TB01/00231 



18 

Claims 

1 . A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte membrane of 

a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell, said electrolyte membrane comprising: 
5 a main-polymer having acidic sites or basic sites; and 

a sub-polymer capable of forming acid/base composite structure together with 
said main-polymer. 

wherein said sub-polymers are introduced more into the acidic or basic sites of 
said main-polymer. 

10 

2. A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte membrane for 

a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell, said electrolyte membrane comprising: 

a membrane body formed with a main-polymer having acidic sites or basic sites; 

and 

15 a sub-polymer capable of forming acid/base composite structure together with 

said main-polymer. 

wherein said membrane is formed by impregnating the main-polymer into said 
sub-polymer. 

20 3. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein said 
main-polymer is a polymer having a structure divided into a backbone portion not 
containing an acidic or basic site for maintaining the membrane configuration and a 
portion containing an acidic or basic site. 

25 4. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 3, wherein said main- 
polymer is formed with a polymer having a sulfonic acid group, a phosphorous acid group. 
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a carboxylic acid or a boronic acid group. 

5. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 4, wherein said main- 
polymer is a perfluorosulfonic acid type polymer. 

5 

6. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 4, wherein said main- 
polymer is an ethylene-tetrafluoroethylene-graft-polystyrene sulfonic acid type polymer. 

7. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to any one of Claims 1 to 6, 

10 wherein said sub-polymer is introduced by impregnated in a liquid or solution state into 
said main-polymer. 

8. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 7, wherein said main- 
polymer and said sub-polymer are made by closslink formation or by increasing the 

15 molecular weight in conjunction with each other or singly. 

9. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 4, wherein said sub- 
polymer is a polymer having a glass transition temperature of 150°C or less. 

20 10. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 4, wherein said sub- 
polymer is a polymer having a molecular weight of 100 or more. 

11. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 4, wherein said sub- 
polymer includes any one of functional groups having a structure expressed with the 
25 following equations (1) to (5) as a general formula. 
[Chem.ll 
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-O- ...(1) 

-S- ...(2) 

-N- ...(3) 
I 

5 -P- ...(4) 

-CO- ...(5) 

12. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 4, wherein said sub- 
polymer is any one of polyethylene glycol, polypropylene glycol, polyethylene imine or 
10 polyphosphoric acid. 



13. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, 
wherein said sub-polymer includes any one of functional groups having a structure 
expressed with the following equations (6) to (10) as a general formula. 
15 [Chem.21 



-O- ...(6) 

-S- ...(7) 

-N- ...(8) 
I 

20 -P- ...(9) 

-CO- ...(10) 



14. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, 
wherein said main-polymer is any one of polybenzimidazole, polyvinyl imidazole, 
25 polyvinyl pyridine, emylene-teti^uoroemylene-graft-polyvmylimidazole, ethylene- 
tetrafluoroemylene-graft-polyvmylpyridine, polyphosphonate, polyalkylene glycol, and 
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polyalkylenimine. 

15. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 13 or 14, wherein said 
sub-polymer includes a polymer having a sulfonic acid group, a phosphorous acid group, 

5 carboxylic acid group or boronic acid group (- B (OH) 2 ). 

16. The Polymer Electrolyte Membrane according to Claim 13 or 14, wherein said 
sub-polymer includes a perfluorosulfonic acid type polymer. 

10 17. A method of producing a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte 
membrane for a Polymer Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell, comprising the steps of: 

membrane forming to form a membrane body with a main-polymer having an 
acidic or a basic site; and 

introducing a sub-polymer capable of forming an acid/base composite structure 
15 with the main-polymer into the membrane body thus formed of the main-polymer. 

18. A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte membrane for a Polymer 
Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell, comprising: 

a main-polymer having an acidic site; and 
20 a sub-polymer having a relatively basic site with respect to the acidic site of said 

main-polymer and being capable of forming an acid/base composite structure with said 
main-polymer. 

wherein the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane is made by introducing said sub- 
polymer into said main-polymer. 



25 



19. A Polymer Electrolyte Membrane used as an electrolyte membrane for a Polymer 
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Electrolyte Membrane fuel cell, comprising: 

a main-polymer having a basic site; and 

a sub-polymer having a relatively acidic site with respect to the basic site of said 
main-polymer and being capable of forming an acid/base composite structure with said 
5 main-polymer. 

wherein the Polymer Electrolyte Membrane is made by introducing said sub- 
polymer into said main-polymer. 
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